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out form of compulsory labour. There is a slavery which locks
up men's bodies; and there is a freedom which indeed sets men's
bodies free but locks up all they need for sustenance. It is not to
this sort of freedom that we ought to condemn the people in
our colonies.

The following pages will illustrate the effect of alienation of
the lands of natives to Europeans (individuals and corporations)
and to educated natives in creating land hunger among the
mass of people which exists in many colonial territories
to-day.

The term "colony" is used here in its extended sense to include
some territories which are now self-governing dominions but
were colonized from the Mother Country, as well as colonies
and protectorates for the administration of which the Crown is
still responsible.

The Commonwealth of Australia

M. F. Lindley, in his book The Acquisition and Government
of Backward Territory in International Law^ says:1 "Australia
has usually been considered to have been properly territoriurn
nuttius upon its acquisition." To the same effect, the Select Com-
mittee of the House of Commons on Aborigines reported in
1837: "Such, indeed, is the barbarous state of these people and
so entirely destitute are they even of the rudest forms of civil
polity, that, their claims, whether as sovereigns or proprietors
of the soil have been utterly disregarded." This happened 150
years ago in a country in which the indigenous population has
been estimated by some authorities to have been at least 300,000
and by others at as many as a million at that time. To-day, there
are about 50,000.

The story of the colonization of the Continent of Australia
from 1788 onwards is painful reading. So widespread was the
practice of shooting or otherwise destroying the aborigines that
in 1838 the Governor of New South Wales issued a proclamation
forbidding indiscriminate slaughter. In 1838, in Tasmania, the
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